Oral squamous cell carcinoma positive for p16/human papilloma virus in post allogeneic stem cell transplantation: 2 cases and review of the literature.
Complications of allogeneic hematopoietic stem cell transplantation (allo-HSCT) includes the risk of secondary malignancies. This may be related to mechanisms including radiation and chemotherapy regimens, chronic graft-versus-host disease, inflammation, and prolonged imunosuppression. Oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) is a complication associated with chronic graft-versus-host disease after allo-HSCT. Although human papillomavirus (HPV) is known to be associated with OSCC, the role of HPV in development of OSCC in post-HSCT patients has not been studied. We identified 2 cases of OSCC in allo-HSCT recipients. Both biopsy specimens tested positive for p16(INK4A), a surrogate marker for HPV. We propose that the association of OSCC and HPV in patients after allo-HSCT may not be incidental. Clinical implications of these cases may imply the need for a HPV screening, early intervention, and consideration of anti-HPV vaccination in this population. The effectiveness of such interventions could be validated in a prospective clinical study.